THE ARNOLD FAMILY PAPERS
BY AMANDA NORRIS

HOW THE ARNOLD FAMILY PAPERS CAME TO
BE
• In 1945 Wendell and Marie Baker bought a large house on the corner
of Sycamore and Scioto Streets in Urbana, Ohio

• As members of the family passed on their possessions were packed up
and moved into the house

• These materials sat in boxes, trunks, or in the open for the next five
decades until Wendell and Marie’s Granddaughter, Roberta Arnold,
began rediscovering these documents as she was cleaning out the house

HOW THE COLLECTION CAME
TO WRIGHT STATE
Mrs. Arnold quickly became overwhelmed with the large
collection of materials she was discovering on every floor of
the house. These items included:
Photographs
Drawings and Paintings
Financial and Legal Documents
Unable to spend the money to protect these materials and
lacking space to store them I suggested that she explore the
option of donating the collection to Wright State University
where they would be properly cared for and accessible to
future generations.

CHALLENGES DISCOVERED WHILE
PROCESSING

WHERE TO PLACE
MARRIED WOMEN
When presented with materials from
before and after women married do
you place the materials under the
maiden name, married name, or both?
It was decided that the women in the
collection would be organized under
their married name and identified by
their full name. (ex. Roberta Kern
Arnold)

HOW TO ORGANIZE THE COLLECTION
• How should the collection be organized?

• Type of materials (ex. Photographs, Drawings, Correspondence)
• Individual
• Family

• How should the Families be organized?
• In Chronological Order
• By the amount of material

FINAL ORGANIZATION
• Series organized by Family surname based on amount of materials
• Family member in chronological order
• Materials
• Photographs
• Correspondence
• Legal Documents

TORN DOCUMENTS
Another difficulty I ran into was torn documents.
Roberta Arnold’s Mother, Elaine Kern, was
insistent that she destroy the letters her
husband, Robert Francis Kern, wrote to her
during his deployment in World War II. Mrs.
Arnold told her Mother she would have to do
this task herself. As a result there were several
letters that needed attention.

UNUSUAL ITEMS
The Baker Family owned The Baker
Egg Case Company in the late 1800s
and held patents on their design.
Included in the collection are the
remains of a three dimensional model
of their Egg Case.

UNKNOWN PEOPLE

Due to generational knowledge loss
there are many unidentified
photographs in the collection.

GERMAN
DOCUMENTS

Marie Decker Baker’s Family
was from the small town of
Minster which was made up
of immigrant German
families.

EXCITING FINDS

NATURALIZATION DOCUMENT

CIVIL WAR DRAFT NOTICE

CIVIL WAR SUBSTITUTION DOCUMENT

1913 FLOOD LETTER

RECORD OF FAMILY
TRAITS
Produced by the Carnegie Institution
of Washington and the Eugenics
Record Office these packets were
sent to Robert F. Kern’s parent’s,
Harry and Mary Kern.
After then filled the questionnaire
out and mailed it back the packed
was returned to them.

These packets included strange
questions such as:

• Was the person colorblind?
• Were they Left Handed?
• Did they have abnormal fingers
or toes?

• The color of their eyes?

• Were the persons eyes different
colors?

LETTER WRITTEN BY
ROBERT F. KERN ON
AUGUST 8, 1945
On August 6, 1945 the atomic bombs were
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Robert
Kern was stationed in the Philippines and was to
be an amphibious tractor driver in the first
invasion wave on mainland Japan.
In this letter he writes to his wife about his
feelings about the atomic bomb and the ending
of the war.

WHAT I HAVE DISCOVERED
• Their thoughts and feelings at key points in American History
• Their personalities which come out when the camera is pointed at them
• Personality traits that I share with them

SPECIAL THANKS

ROBERTA ARNOLD
I would like to extend my heartfelt
appreciation for all the assistance Mrs.
Arnold, my patient Mother, has given me
by helping to identify people in
photographs and answering all of my
questions.
She has helped me gain an even greater
appreciation for our family history than I
thought possible.

THANK YOU FOR SHARING MY JOURNEY

